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826  (Copy)   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 255.)
HAWARDEN CASTLE. %nd Jan. 1882.
Mr. Gladstone humbly thanks Your Majesty for the gracious
letter of good wishes on the New Year, which he has this day
received, and expresses also the gratitude of his wife for Your
Majesty's kindness. They have special reason to remember the
season with thankfulness, by reason of the birth this morning of a
grand-daughter, the first child of their eldest son, and of his wife
to whose grandmother Harriet, Duchess of Sutherland, Your
Majesty felt so warm an attachment.
Mr. Gladstone humbly prays that the year may be one of public
peace and prosperity, and of unbroken health and domestic joy
to Your Majesty.
827              General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
OSBORNE. January 4. 1882.
The recent catastrophe at Viennax has directed The Queen's
attention to the arrangements connected with our Theatres and
although she has been assured that the regulations for protecting
the Public against Fires are good, she is not satisfied that they are
always attended to or may not in some instances be amelior-
ated. . . -
The Danger from Fire is not confined to Theatres but Music
Halls, Concert Rooms as well as Churches, Chapels and all other
places of Public Assembly.
It is scarcely desirable that The Queen's Great Officer of
Statea should be held responsible for the Theatres over which he
has but a limited control and Her Majesty thinks that it would be
far better if the whole of the above named places were managed by
a special department which probably would have to be created
for this purpose.
As this is a question which affects the safety of the great mass
of the people The Queen hopes there will be no difficulty in
amending the present state of affairs and commands me to ask
1 The Ring Theater, Vienna, was burnt on December 8, 1881, with grave loss of
life, 447 persons perishing out of an audience of 2,000.
2 The Lord Chamberlain.